
CBD and Docklands 
Parking Plan



Mission

Parking within the CBD and 

Docklands will be managed to provide 

the greatest benefit through ease of 

access, economic and financial return 

to the whole community but not at the 

expense of unmanageable traffic 

congestion and the safety of 

pedestrians.



Guiding Principles

1. Public transport, cycling and walking 
are the preferred means of transport 
to and from the CBD and Docklands;

2. Reducing carbon emissions and air 
pollution from transportation is 
important to the future of Melbourne;

3. Checks and balances are required to 
keep the amount of vehicles travelling 
to and within the CBD and Docklands 
at a reasonable level;

4. Public parking remains important to 
the economic and social well-being of 
the CBD and Docklands.



Travelling to the CBD

• 275,000 vehicles travel to the CBD each 
weekday – half of these have a destination in 
the CBD.

• 65,000 vehicles enter the city between 7am and 
10am each weekday

• Mode Share – 54% train, tram, bus, bicycle, 
walking and 42% by car. 



Off-street parking

Parking Spaces in the CBD Parking Spaces in the CBD 

13,111Private car park

49,739TOTAL

500Residential car park

31,580Commercial car park

Parking SpaceCarparking Type

Parking Spaces in DocklandsParking Spaces in Docklands

5,265Private car park

12,951TOTAL

2,242Residential car park

5,444Commercial car park

Parking SpaceCarparking Type



Trip Purpose

Off-Street

74% of people parked in surveyed car parks 
were attending work or parked for a work-
related trip.
72% of people surveyed said convenience 
was the most important factor in where they 
parked

On-Street

40% of people parked for a work related trip.
20% of people parked for personal business.
20% of people parked for delivery/servicing 
reasons.
7% of people parked for shopping purposes.



On-street parking in the CBD

1964 - 42% of total spaces (9,500 / 22,500)

1977 - 26% of total spaces (9,300 / 35,300)

1984 – 20% of total spaces (8,000 / 43,500)

2007 – 7% of total spaces  (4,200 / 64,000)

On-street parking in the CBD



Travelling to Docklands

• In 2006, 2,073 people 
travelled to work 
within the Docklands 
precinct.

• 54% by train, tram, 
bus, bicycle  or 
walking and  42% by 
car.

On-street parking in Docklands



The Overall Approach

Measures are required to reduce the 
amount of commuter vehicles entering 
the CBD and Docklands during peak 
periods.

On-street parking in the CBD and 
Docklands should be for short term 
stays of 2 hours or less. 

Planning Scheme changes are 
required to reduce the amount of off-
street carparking spaces being built.

The extent of change is dependent 
upon public transport growth.



A Parking Limitation Policy

The Parking Limitation Policy is given 
effect by Clause 52.06 of the 
Melbourne Planning Scheme.

Despite the Policy, some 15,000 new 
off street spaces have been created 
over the past 15 years.



Major car spaces approved since 1992 in the Central Ci ty

A Parking Limitation Policy

Long-stay & early bird5,000Docklands Stadium

Long-stay & early bird800Southern Cross Station

Long-stay & early bird1,750Melbourne Exhibition and Convention Centre

Long-stay & early bird500Federation Square

Long-stay & early bird993Hyatt on the Park

Long-stay6,200Crown Casino

Long-stay & early bird500Melbourne Museum

Long-stay & early bird1,500QV Building

Long-stay & “Early bird” offeredSpacesCarpark



A Parking Limitation Policy

Guidelines need to be developed to 
help assess the required size of new 
carparks.

Parking provisions for new buildings 
need review – especially for residential 
buildings in the CBD and commercial 
buildings in Docklands. 



The City of Melbourne supports short-stay parking by:

• Keeping on-street parking at or below off-street market rates;

• Offering below market rate parking at the 2 facilities it manages 
in the CBD

• Until recently used the Melbourne Planning Scheme to compel 
off-street carparking providers to allocate a high percentage of 
parking to short-stay.

• Installing a ‘Parking Guidance System’ directing motorists to 
vacant off-street car parking spaces.

Short Term Parking in the CBD



Short Term Parking in the CBD

• The car parking rates in the 2 CoM 
owned carparks will be changed to 
provide a disincentive for long term 
parking.

• The on-street car space pricing 
structure in the CBD will be 
reviewed. The review will examine if 
a variable pricing structure should be 
used.

• The Parking Guidance System will 
be replaced. Motorist directional 
signage to manage congestion is an 
alternative.



Managing Parking in Docklands –

the Main Issues

• On-street parking spaces are in short supply at 
Docklands.

• Residents are concerned about a lack of cheap off-street 
parking for visitors.

• Public transport is not as frequent or extensive as in the 
CBD.

• There is less parking available during Telstra events.

• Large carparks continue to be built in Docklands even 
though occupancy in off-street carparks is at medium 
levels only.



Managing Parking in Docklands –
Dealing with the Problems

• A series of on-street parking improvements are planned.

• Parking arrangements for special events at Telstra Dome 
will be reviewed.

• Parking enforcement will be intensified.

• A communication program will be developed to inform 
visitors about public transport options.



Parking demand and provision in the CBD and Docklands will be 
impacted upon by many factors. These include:

• Likely growth in employment.

• A continued decline in on-street spaces.

• Increased road congestion.

• Trends towards better pedestrian amenity in the centre of large cities

• Environmental factors such as the price of petrol

• Global warming

• The extent of Government investment in public transport.

Beyond the Next Five Years



• implementing this Plan helps to meet future challenges.

• Into the future, the City of Melbourne needs to be sure there are enough 
on-street spaces to meet the needs of deliveries, public transport and 
disabled access.

• tougher measures are likely to be required to reduce congestion.

• the role of private vehicles in the centre of the CBD needs to be re-
thought.

Meeting Future Challenges



For more information contact:

City of Melbourne - Engineering Services 

Haig Poulson

Ph: 9658 8711 or email at:

haig.poulson@melbourne.vic.gov.au.

More information


